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Fundamentals - What is a Patent?

I

Definition

* An industrial property right
» Protects technical inventions

Purpose

* Protection against imitation
* Exclusive right to use the invention
* Encourages innovation

Term of Protection

* Up to 20 years 1
* Territorial protection /

. /
» Subject to payment of annual renewal fees

/

’/
—
-
7

/7



\

Fundamentals - What can be patented?

Products

Machines

Devices

Electronic circuits
Chemical compounds
Pharmaceuticals

Processes

Manufacturing processes
Production processes
Technical processes

DISCOVERY

INVENTION

Something that already exists

A new technical solution

v" Patentable

% Not Patentable /

Patents are granted only for technically applicable inventions. -
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Patentability Requirements

The invention is not

part of the prior art.

A When is an invention patentable? @

Inventive step

4 .

4

Would the solution be
obvious to a person skilled
in the art?

Industrial {
Applicability !
GEER U

The invention can be
manufactured or
used.
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Patentability Requirements

Novel’ry ~ prior Ar

All publicly available information
Worldwide

Published in written or oral form
Available before the filing date
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Patentability Requirements

I nvenll.ive - More than a minor improvement
- Not obvious to a person skilled in
Step

the art

- Clearly distinguishable from the
prior art

Yes No
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Industrial
Applicability

Technically feasible
Can be manufactured or used
Practically applicable

Invention

Technically
feasible?

Yes

Industrially
applicable

The invention must have
practical application !
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Patent Application

Request Description of

Components of a Patent Application: Patent Claims

for Grant the Invention

| PATENT | \

RS

Designation of
. Abstract the Inventor




Patent Application
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/ Timeline: e
/

P PATENT !
18 months’

Publication

Invention Application Formal Examination
1
T ,
/
/
Request for . o’
Examination Substantive -

.. Patent Grant PATENT! _-—-=--~
Examination -,
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| Examination Procedure

I What is examined?
/ o Novelty
o Inventive Step
/ o Industrial Applicability
o Formal Requirements

Does the application meet the legal requirements?

Examination by the German Patent
@ and Trade Mark Office (DPMA)
® ? ® \/ Patent Grant
Patent Examination Q)0

i

o X Rejection !
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/ Why conduct a patent search?
/
/
) |dentify prior art — Avoid duplicate development — Reduce the risk of patent infringement
/
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DPMAregister! DEPATISnet!?] On-site Research
Official Register Information Worldwide Patent Publications Personal Assistance
- Patent register - Full-text search - Search facilities
- Legal status - Patent publications - Information services ,
- Publications - Prior art - Search assistance

[1] European Patent Register (EPA): Official register information for European patent applications and patents. _’
[2] Espacenet (EPA) & PATENTSCOPE (WIPO): International patent search and patent publications. -
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International Patent Protection
National Application - DPMA ,°

- Protection in Germany only /

. :
\\ \
N European Application — EPO (European Patent Office) \
\ - A single application covering multiple European countries \
,"
/
//
- International Application — WIPO (PCT System)
- A single international application
- Followed by the national or regional phase in the designated countries
N

Patent protection can be obtained at the national, European, or international level, depending on the target market.



Overview of the World's Major Patent Offices :

\

Worldwide Patent Offices -

Patent protection is territorial.
To obtain protection in multiple
countries, an appropriate filing

strategy must be chosen.

m Very High Patent Activity
m High Patent Activity
Moderate Patent Activity
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Conclusion - Key Takeaways

- Patents protect technical inventions.

- Three requirements must be fulfilled for a patent to be
granted:

*  Novelty

* Inventive Step

* Industrial Applicability

- A well-prepared patent application and a
thorough patent search are essential.

- Patent protection can be obtained at the
national, European, or international level.
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“ Great minds don't think alike. If they did,
the Patent Office would only have about
fifty inventions.”

— Scott Adams

CREDITS: This presentation template was created
by Slidesgo, and includes icons by Flaticon and
infographics & images by Freepik

Thank you for your attention!
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https://bit.ly/3A1uf1Q
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
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